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Lights Go Out at Historic Downtown Power Plant 

 

AUSTIN, Minn.— The neon Austin Utilities light at the Historic Downtown Power Plant will shine 
for its final days this week. Plans have been made to shut the power off to the historic location as 
one of the final steps in the decommissioning process of these facilities.  
 
The buildings are located on the approved site for the Austin Community Recreation center. City 
Council recently approved an operating agreement with the YMCA to allow project planning to 
continue. The buildings are planned to be removed when recreation center construction details 
progress. Meanwhile, with the opening of the new Austin Utilities Service and Operations center 
and a recent public auction to clear out all remaining items inside, the buildings are now sitting 
empty. Shutting off power and heat to the buildings are a cost saving measure for the utility. 
 
The original plant was constructed on this site in 1888 when City council approved the erection of 
a small power plant (owned privately by S. H. and Winfield Scott Pierce, the Austin Electric Light 
Company) on Water Street, now 4th Ave NE. The facility was destroyed in a 1928 tornado, and 
reconstructed through a series of additions lasting into the 1950’s. 
 
As a fully functioning power plant in its prime, it acted as Austin Utilities central facility housing all 
departments. The plant provided steam for the downtown area district heating system and had 
capacity of 26 megawatt (MW) of steam driven generation and a 5 MW natural gas fired 
combustion turbine generator. Throughout the life of the plant the facility utilized three fuel 
sources at various times– coal, fuel oil, and natural gas.  
 
The Downtown Plant may be best remembered for its performance during a bitter ice storm in 
1991. The area was surrounded with power outages when lines and poles that delivered power 
into the Austin area were down. AU staff was able to start and operate the plant and provide 
power to most of the Austin community until repairs were made to the power grid. 
 

### 
 
Austin Utilities is a municipal utility serving approximately 12,300 electric customers, 10,300 
natural gas customers, and 9,000 water customers. Their mission is to offer utility products and 
services in a safe, reliable and responsible manner in order to enhance the quality of life in our 
community. For more information on Austin Utilities visit their website at 
www.austinutilities.com. 
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